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Cathay Williams
By Linda Kirkpatrick, July 1999

Cathay Williams was determined
And never was deterred

As she began her life as a house girl
Being seen but never heard.

Then the Civil War broke out
And the Union soldiers came
And taking Cathay with them
Her life would never be the same.

Cathay learned the ways of military life
And became an accomplished cook.
She was sent to General Sheridan

A job she proudly undertook.

Then the Civil War was ended
And Cathay was finally free
And in seeking out her freedom,
She found her place in history.

Her own way she needed to make
And a burden to no one be

So as a Buffalo Soldier she joined up
In the 38th U. S. Infantry.

Cathay Williams became William Cathay
And no one was to know

The secret of her identity

As a soldier she did grow.

The troops moved west to Ft. Cummings

To keep the Apache at bay.

There were one hundred and one enlisted men
And among them was William Cathay.

After two years as a soldier

In the 38th Company A

William went to see the doctor
And her secret came out that day

Discharged as a Buffalo Soldier
Cathay did her very best

As she continued to make her way
In this land they called the West.

Because of her illegal enlistment

Her pension passed her by

But she picked herself up and moved on
And never questioned why.

Life ended for Cathay Williams
At the age of eighty-two
She lived a long independent life

A life that was tried but true.

A salute to Cathay Williams
The hero of this rhyme

A special woman of the west
A legend in her time.

From the St. Louis Daily Times
January. 2, 1876

“My Father a was a freeman, but my mother a
slave, belonging to William Johnson, a wealthy
farmer who lived at the time | was born near
Independence, Jackson county, Missouri. While
I was a small girl my master and family moved
to Jefferson City. My master died there and
when the war broke out and the United States
soldiers came to Jefferson City they took me
and other colored folks with them to Little
Rock. Col. Benton of the 13th army corps was
the officer that carried us off. | did not want to
go. He wanted me to cook for the officers, but |
had always been a house girl and did not know
how to cook. I learned to cook after going to
Little Rock and was with the army at The
Battle of Pea Ridge. Afterwards the command
moved over various portions of Arkansas and
Louisiana. | saw the soldiers burn lots of cotton
and was at Shreveport when the rebel gunboats
were captured and burned on Red River. We
afterwards went to New Orleans, then by way
of the Gulf to Savannah Georgia, then to
Macon and other places in the South. Finally |
was sent to Washington City and at the time
Gen. Sheridan made his raids in the
Shenandoah valley I was cook and washwoman
for his staff. | was sent from Virginia to some
place in lowa and afterwards to Jefferson
Barracks, where | remained some time. You
will see by this paper that on the 15th day of
November 1866 | enlisted in the United States
army at St. Louis, in the Thirty-eighth United
States Infantry Company A, Capt. Charles E.
Clarke commanding.”


http://www.mach500.net/liggetkw/incw/hoosier/benton.htm
http://www.civilwarhome.com/pearidge.htm
http://www.civilwarhome.com/pearidge.htm
http://www.civilwarhome.com/redriverrecords.htm
http://www.cavannet.ie/history/people/phil-og.htm
http://www.southcountychamber.org/History/history.htm
http://www.southcountychamber.org/History/history.htm
http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/view/TT/qlt3.html
http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/view/TT/qlt3.html
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Santa FPe, New Mexico,

petabar 23, 1698

Hom. Jobn A. T. Hull,

Doorw nes, lown.

Danr Sir:

I send you, in this mail and unidsT meparale cover. A
printad cepy of the Brief I have preoparel in sy oaso under Bill,
H. Tie 0640, whioh was so kindly Introdnred in the House for m8 by
tho Hon., Michaol Griffin, at the last eesslon of Congress.

In May last I submitied to you end to the membera of the
Sub-Cormitiss & type—written sopy of a Brief 1 had hAstily prepar-
o1 in gashingtan. T have carefully rewrittes and revised that
Drief nnd new sond you m copy for your parusal and conslderuilons

In coming to Congresa with ryy onsce, 1 do o because =
there is no Individual or sthar tribunal to whieh I omn go. mo of=-
Floinl or obther offlisial bedy with power to review the onse and
grant or rofuse my petition. In coming Lo you, b0 the Cemmittee
and to Congresa, | do not ask that asught be done lor me Crom ma-
tives of mera aympathy and yet I camnot help feeling that all of
us oan and do aympathize with thoese who have been wronged. 1 um
sura that, aftor Tesding rmy Brief through, you will understand a=d
approsinte the atruggle 1 made to rise ahove the statlon to which
I was born, how I weon my war through West Peint and how 1 made as

hensrable & Pecord in the Army as mny offlocor ln I, In aplite of

the iaslation, lack of soclal assoslation, estraciem and what not
%o which 1 was subjected by the grasmt majority of my brother of-
fioers. Tou will recognize also the almost barbarous troatment
4o wnich I was sabjected at the tims I was mooused and txieds

It will not be posaible, I spprehend, Lor yFou or any
member of the Commitiesa to wade through the 1000 or more pages of
the resord, nor s it neosssary, bat, I you akanld Aa mo, you
will remlily ba convinoed that the orime of boing & Hegre was, In
my ease, far more heinous than dessiving the commanding oflicors

Hy uitter helplessness and senviotion then aross rrom
that cRuse and without the gensrous naninbance of yourself and
the gther gentlemen of the Jommittes, in Cormittes and om the
£loor of the House, I mhall be equully helpless now.

1 beliove my osee is A strong one as well As A maTito-
rious one and one that will cormwend lteelf o you for appreval
and will enlist your syrpathy and eupport.

T ask nothing because I am a Hegre, Fot that faot muet
prees lteelf upon your sonsideration A8 A& sirong moilve for ithe
wrong done me as well as a powerful reasen for rigﬁlng that wrong,

1 ask only what Congress has seen fit to grant to others
similarly aituated. I ask only that justlos which every Amerisan
citizen has the right to ask and which Congress alene has the pew-
or to prant.

In my Ariaf | affer far your conslderatlon btwo cases,
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one occurring before my trial and of which I should have had the
benefit as & précedent, snd the other ocourring after my trial.
They will show how white officers of long years of experisnce and
of high rank have been treated for the same offense as that for
whioh I was tried and dismissed. I also present six precedents
in which Congress has granted to dismissed officers precisely
what I am asking.

1 4o not hellieve Congress ever had before it a oase as
deserving of favorable action as my ocase, and for that reason I
do not hesitate to appeal to you and to ask you to champion it for
me and to see that both the Commitiee mnl the House take speedy
end favorable action and pass the hill just as Mr. Griffin Inire=-
duced it without amendment of any character. You will have my
gratitude and that of my entire race, as well as ihe satisfaction
of having righted a great wrong done to a membeT of a8 harmless
but despised and friendless race.

Relying upon you,as I do, I have the honor to be,

Yery truly yours,
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:m: m;é:r General Q'Ryan,. the:
nal. Guard,. Imll Gﬂlnm Watso
- amt sen ﬂa&rWt eepy of.
%gﬁ s whioh Mry Villard has Just sent
A ﬁ‘m :;h;ar writﬂg the Sbﬂrutary of Wi'r._ ! 3
~yon to ask first, that you persuade -
W;Lﬁhnu't: husitntian as this is the biggest lﬁt&“‘“
haat, chance foz tg'end that you must ascgept; .
u:a» secondly, to get you to give me wmﬂa
" @8 te how te push- the ‘$hing through as seon as
g 'pueaﬂh. ~_We have got some other big things
. -om: foot in New York amd with you at fhe head:
% of the regiment we will put this state at, the

o

Negro rmn in tha p,lnna nf Alﬁhma.
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-‘I_hope you are wan and hap‘g
W& nll sand bunﬂ 1wa+ ¥-

‘J"Er} ain cﬂrely youra
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FREEDONM,
Protection, Pay, and a Call to Military Daty!
Om t?ha 1st d.a.;r of J-'m;.mry, 1868, the President of the TTnited St:m-u pmclaiﬂ;aﬂ Frex-

pou to over Turee Mitrions oF Sruaves. This decree is to be enforced by all the power of
the Nation. On the 21st of July last he issued the following order:

PROTECTION OF COLORED TROOPS.

“WAR DEFARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S ﬂm;
Wasmmmuren, July 21.

" Feneral Order, No. 233
U Theis following order of the Preaidant is pablished for the ‘nformar’~n and government of all consernad :—
EXECUTIVE MANEBION, Wasnsoron, July 0.

sy is the duty of every Government to givg protection o s citizens, of whatever clas, color, or condition, uod especially 1o
those who are daly organized as soldiers in tha public service. The law of natlons, and the ussges and customa of war, sa careied an
by civilited powers, permit no distinetian xa to color in the trestmont of prisoners of war as public enemiss. To s2ll or enslave any
wmum;ﬂhﬂlﬂ,hlnﬁplﬂlbﬂhﬂqlﬁi“l\pﬂhdﬂllﬂﬂmnlthl:p.

* 4 The Government of the Uaited States will give the sms protection ta all it soldiers, and if tha snemy shall soll or enslave any
one becauss of his solor, the affenss shall be punished by retalistion wpon the ememy's prissncrs in oor possession. Tt ia, therefore
ordéred, for every soldier of the United States, killad in violation of the laws of war, a rebel soldier shall be executed ; and for every”
ane enslared by e enemy, or eodd inte slavery, & rebel soldier shall be placed st bard labor on the public works, and cootioued st much
labar mntil the other shall be relensed amd recelve e trestment due 1o prigeaemn of war,

U ABRAHAN LINCOLE.""

“ 4 By order of the Becretary of War.
f4E D Towssgsp, Asmbtant Adjalant General.”"

That the President is in earnest the rebels soon began to find out, as witness the follow-
ing order from his Secretary of War:

HWAR DEFPARTMENT, Wasmsares Crrr, August 8, 1883,

“@m: Your lotber of who 3d lust., calling the attestivn of this Department to the cases of Orn 1. Brown, William 1 Johnaston,
and Wm. Wilson, threo colered men caplured oo the guobost Issac Smith, has received consideration. This Department has directed
that three rebel prisoners of Bouth Curclina, if Usere be sny sach in our possssion, and if not, three others, be confiaed kn close custody
and beld as hostages for Brown, Johnsion and Wilson, snd that the fact be communkeated to the rebel authorities st Richmond.

* Yery respectfully your obedient servant,
" EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War,

* The Hon. Gioox WeLies, Seeretary of the Navy."
And retaliation will be our practice now—man for man—to the bitter end.

LETTER OF CHARLES SUMNER,

Writlen with referenss L the Convention held o Ponghkeepale, July 15th and Iélh, 1843, (o promoie Colored Enlisimentis.
BOST ON, July 13th, 1863,

“ [ doubt if, in times past, our country could have expected from colored men any patriotic service. Buch service is the retars for
protection. But 50w that protection has begun, b service should begin also. Wor shoald relative rights and duties be weighed with
sleety. It is emough that our coantry, sroused ol last Lo & sense of justice, seeks 1o enrol colored men among its defenders,

u If my sommsslsshould reach such persgps, | would say : enlist at ongs. Now is the day and now is the hour. Help 0 overcoms
wm-—hm'hﬂgqﬁummﬂﬂhﬁhmmﬂmﬂ:mmmmhﬁ__-ﬂ,
bere at home, who will still seek to degrade you. This is not the time to hesitate or to biggle, Do your duty to cer couniry, sad you

will example of generous sell-sacriBos which will sonquer prejudics and apen all besrw,
- * Very fuithfully yours, “ JHARLER BUMNER"™
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DEPREEDATIONS OX THE FRONTLERS OF TEXAS,

MEBSSAGE

FROM THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

TRAHEMITTING

A communication from the Seevefary of State, and o copy of the report of
the commisgioners to inguire infe depredations on the firontiers of Texas.

May 26 1574 <Heferred to the Committes on Forelgn Affalrs and ordersd to be printed

To the Senate and House of Representalives :

I transmit to the Senate and House of Representatives a commonics-
tion from the Secretary of State, and acopy of the report of the commis-
sioners to inquire into depredations on the frontiers of Texas, by which

it is accompanied.
U. B. GRANT.
Wasmmwaron, May 26, 1374,

DEPARTMERT OF STATE,
Washington, May 26, 1874,
The Secretary of State has the honor to lay before the President a
copy of the report addressed to this Department by the commissioners
appointed nnder a joint resolution of Cougress to inguice into depreda-
tions on the frontiors of the State of Texas, approved May 7, 1872,
HAMILTON FISH.
To the PRESIDENT,

REPORT OF THE “UNITED STATES CDHM[&;IOH T TEXAS, APPOINTED
UNDER JOINT HESOLUTION OF CONGRESS AFFROVED MAY 7, 1572,

Wasmweron, D O, June 30, 1875,
Bir: The United States commissioners to Texas, appointed nuoder
Jjoint resolution of the Senate and Honse of Representatives of the United
States in Congress assembled, approved by the President oo May 7,1572,
have the honor to submit the following report :
The preliminary report of the commissioners was submitted to yon on
December 10, 1572, ' i j

S ———

DEFREDATIONE OX THE

FROXTIERS OF TEXAS,

Deposition No. 545, Joho Kibbets festifies that be is o Seminole Indian
Al T i ttesd States service. Witness went from
Florida to the Seminele reservation in the Indian Territory ; was there
uine years; after being there some time some trouble arose about the pro-
jrosed sale of ehildren to Cherokee Indians aod to white traders. gim
Seminoles left to aveid the sale of these children, aod crossed Texas,
going to Mexico,at Piedras Negras, and going to San Fernando, Colonia,
and finally settling at Nacimiento, twenty.five miles northwest of Santa
Howa, Mexico, Corn and vegetables were raised for a living, After the
death of Wildeat, which took place in 1553, the Seminoles became dis.
satisfied, and left for the Beminole reservation, The Mexicans did oot
comply with their promises, and the Seminoles became disgosted. The
eolored people, under Billy Bowlegs and witness, remained in Mexivo,
aml had fnally to leave becanse the Mexicans stole borses and robbed
them. Witness was in Mexico when the Kickapoos arrived ; they had
wany horses; the Mexicans stole nearly all of them. The Kickapoos
commenced stealing horses from Texas, They sold their stolen animals
to the Mexicans. Witness has seen them sell a good Amercean horse
for two or thres bottles of liguor. Witness has seen a fow Kickapoos
return from Texas with a great many horses, The Mexicans knew the
Livrees had been stolen from Texas: some of the horses were shod.  Wit-
ness never heand of any attempt on the part of the Mexicans to stop
tuis thieving. The Kickapoos are still miding on Texas. Witness has
followed their trails. The Kicka have stolen thirty head of horses
fiom witness and his people. itness has one hundred Seminoles un-
Gor him, and there are aboat two bupdred men left in Maxioo

Depozition No. 5. Thomas A. Napkins testifies that be resides at
Fagle Pass.  In Juune, 1368, witness was medical offioer of a scont from Fort
Clark nnder the command of Captain John M. Bacon, Ninth Cavalry, and
was in a fght with the Lipan Indians on the Peeos River. A Seminole
rramed Juan Caballo was chief of that band of Indians, and was afterward
sien abt Piedras EEﬁﬁu. Mexico, and Eagle Pags, Texaz, The Indians
tonght with, had with them mules stolen from a Governwent freight-train
and belonging to Adams & Wickes. Animals stolen from Fort Clack,
three yeurs previous, were also re-captured.  [n Seplember, 1871, twa
Lierida of horses, one in charge of L M. Whipfl' and one under Mannel
Fun, werestolen by Kickapoo Indiaos from Mexieo, Witness lost three
hiorses by the raid, and the Indians killed several persons from the neigh-
borhood of Eagls Pass.

Deposition No, 558, Albert Turpe testifies that he has lived ten years on
1 Bio Grande. and has traveled extensively on the frontier, especially
on the Mexican side, Witness has besn at Santa Rosa, Mexico, and
knows the manner of doing business there, Jesus Galaw, Abran de la
Crarza, and Tsmal Galan are carrying on o trade with the Kickapoo and
Portawatomie Indians there, at the Mexican mission called the Nacimis
ento, (twenty-five miles northwest of Santa Hosa.) The said Jesus
Galan gives eredit to the Kickspoo Indiane, giving them what
goods they want, to be paid for with stock stolen from Texas
at the rate of three dollars o bead for borses and wules. Rick-
ard Turpe (brother of witness) lived some time at Sana HRosa,
anil has informed witness that Jobn Taylor (a Kickapoo) with a
sqnad of hiz men made periodical raids on Texas, amd boasted of
the number of Texan mwen, women, and children he had killed, Wit
ness saw the said Jobn Taylor to bave the scalp of a woman in his
possession, (the scalp being ouly two or three weeks taken.) A Mexican
named Frapeiseo ® * %, living five miles below Santa Bosa, osed to

Mam. 20, 1874] JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. IG5

this aet shall be paid for recraiting the Anoy beyond the number of
twenty-five thousand enlisted men, meluding Indian sconts:™
After debate,

It was determined o the negative,

O mation by Mr, West,

The yens and nays being desived by onefifth of the Senators present,

Those who voted in the afirmative are,

Messrs, Anthony, Carpenter, Conover, Cragin, Flanagan, Tlamilton
of Texas, Hamlin, arvey, Hitcheoek, Howe, Tngalls, Logan, Morrll of
Vermont, age, RBamsey, Sargent, Spencer, Tipton,

Those who voled in the negative are

Messrs, Bayard, Bogy, Boreman, fiuukingham. Chandler, Cooper,
Davis, Dennis, Golithwaite, Hager, Johnston, Lewis, McUreery, Merri-
waon, Morrill of Maine, Norwood, Oglesby, Ranau:ln,a.zﬂuulaburj, Selmrs,
Boeott, Stevenson, Steckton, West, Wright.

So the amendment of Mr. Logan was not agreed to.

Un maotion by Mr. Logan further to amend the bill by inserting at the
end of line 13, section 1, the following:

Provided, That the Secretary of War shall consolidate the regimenis fo
fieenty five, and muster out the supernwmera imental afficers after con-
m]‘idﬂﬂﬂn,,aﬂ.er an mmian!iﬂnﬁ}um i bo?rﬁf officers, to he ﬂﬂrf.ymin!sd

Jor that purpose by him ;

.:mtrsehnte., ’
i . . Yeas ... ... ... 15
lrwaldmrmmeﬂmfhamugnnﬂ,{Fays““m__‘____________ as

O metion by Mr, Logan,

The yeas and nays being desived by one-ffth of the Senators present,

Thioze who voted in the athrmative are,

Megars. Bogy, Carpenter, Goldthwaite, Hamilton of Texas, Hambin,
Hiteheoek, Howe, Johnston, Lewis, Logan, MeUreery, Norwood, Ogleshy,
Pease, Pratt, Schurz, Spencer, Tipton.

Those who voted in the negative are,

Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Bayard, Boreman, Backinglam, Cooper,
Cragin, Davis, Deanis, Flanagan, Frelingbuysen, Lugalls, Merrimon,
Mitehell, Morrill of Maioe, Morrill of Yermout, Ramsey, Sargent, Scotr,
%Im?"“’ Btevenson, Stewart, SBtockton, Thurman, West, Windom,

right.

Bo the amendment of Mr. Logan was not agread to.

The bill Bavivg been (nrther amended on the motion of Me, Hitol.
coek ; and

Ho further amendment being propesed to the bill,

Crdered, That the amendments be engrossed and the bill read a third
ti e,

T said bill as smended was read the third time

Resolreed, That it passa.

(irdered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of {he House of
Representatives in the amendmenta,

A message from the House of Hepresentatives, by Mr. MePhorson, ite
Clerk:

Mr. Pregident: The House of Representatives ns passed a bill (H, K.
2423) gxplanatory of the act entitled “An act to provids for the ereation
of vorporations in the District of Columbia by general law,” in which it
requests the coneurrence of the Senate,

The bill (H. K 2423) this day received from the House of Representa-
tives for coneurrence was read the first and second times, by nnanimons
eongent, and referred to the Committes om the Distriet of Colunibia
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in the State of _(Zt2r2d omnns & aged LmoL =T years,

Huperintendent,

* and by occupation a CovrsT Do HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE to have

f voluntarily eulisted this S Zermgz duy of Prgrrenctoca
1 1867, as o Soldier in_the Acrmn of the Hnited States of America, for the
- pannﬁ__g_f_m_‘ﬂﬁﬂﬁl lesz zooner discharged by proper authority: Do also

= mgree to accept suc™  nty, pay, rations, and clothing, as are, or may be, estab- B |
lished by law. And I, LA e oty . do solemnly swear,
that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the States of America,
and that I will serve them honestly und faithfully against all their enemies or
opposers whomsoever; and that I will observe and obey the orders of the President

of the United States, and the orders of the officers appointed over me, according
to the Rules and Articles of War.

Sworn and anhcﬁbod i, At

AoK o sna Fire
this /.5 ﬁt% 1545 ﬂ : E ; &
_@M ‘ ig % )

o

I CERTIFY, ON HOXNOR, That I have carefully examined the sbove named mermil, agresably to
tho General Regulations of the Army, and that inmy opinion he is free from sll bedily defects and mental
infirmity, which would, in any way, disqualify him from performing the duties of & seldier.

s
Lot (5ot Tene Fife

EXaMINING SURGEON.

I CERTIFY, ON HONOR, That T havo minately nspectsd the mtl,%z": £ a
provionsly to bis enMsiment, and that ho was entirely sober when enlisted: that, Lo the beat of my

-E Jjodgment and belief, he is of lawfnl age; and that, in accepting him as duly qualified to perform the duties
] of an sble-bodied soldier, T have siricily chserved the Regulations which govern the recrniting servies.
= This soldier s _SBers eyes, ECacte hair, frlonedt complevion, o D fect L inches
; e
ﬁ-‘- .
(4
A G 0. ¥o. 73] = Eecnurring OFFICERL.
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September 14, 1914,

Dear kajor fﬂung:

Dr. DuBoim hue shown me your letter of July first
%0 him. I hosten te tell you that to cur sorrow absolutely meo
hezdway is being mede with the c¢olored regiment. I wrote am ur-
gent letter to the Govermor on June 1llth esking that he teke up
the matter, telling him frenkly that the Adjutent Gemeral was, in
my opinion, trying to bloek the whole scheme by letting 1t dle of
inanition, end orging that he spply et omee to the War Department for
your services. He wroie in reply atating that he would be glad
to take 4t mp. SHince then I hewe heard nothing from. him, and as
he is now engeged in & bitter politieal cimpaifn in whish I am rather
opposing him, I fear that I csmnot influense him farther. I am,
however, writing to Hobert Wood apd Dy, DuBois ozlling their atten-
tion to the fmct thet this is the time to make the Governcr line up,
ard that he should be $0ld frankly thet if he wints negro votes he
muet stote definitely just what he proposes to do about this regl-
ment. After the csmpeign, if he is re-eleoted, I shell take the
matter up with him; 1f Hr. Whitwman, who seeme to be the lecding Re=
pablicon eandidate, be choeen, I should think the prospects good
for schieving scomething s he is sinserely friendly te the cclored
peonle .

I am pled to see from yoar letter that cll is going
well with you perscnally, and I truet thot you have mot had any

snxiety about your children in Belgium durimg this horrible time.

Wit 31 — ;
ith kind regarda, Sincemy w““%}‘fﬁjgﬁmw;k/‘{ﬁﬁ
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Source #8

The Abraham Lincoln Papers at the Library of Congress Series 1. General Correspondence. 1833-
1916.Transcribed and Annotated by the Lincoln Studies Center, Knox College, Galesburg, IL.

George B. McClellan to Abraham Lincoln, Monday, July 07, 1862 (Thoughts on political and military
affairs) (Confidential)

Head Quarters. Army of the Potomac, Camp near Harrisons Landing -- Va. July 7th 1862
Mr. President.

You have been fully informed, that the rebel army is in our front, with the purpose of overwhelming us by
attacking our positions or reducing us by blocking our river communications. | can not but regard our condition
as critical and I earnestly desire, in view of possible contingencies, to lay before your Excellency, for your
private consideration, my general views concerning the existing state of the rebellion; although they do not
strictly relate to the situation of this army or strictly come within the scope of my official duties. These views
amount to convictions and are deeply impressed upon my mind and heart.

Our cause must never be abandoned,; it is the cause of free institutions and self government: The Constitution
and the Union must be preserved, whatever may be the cost in time, treasure and blood: If Secession is
successful, other dissolutions are clearly to be seen in the future: Let neither military disaster, political faction
or foreign war shake your settled purpose to enforce the equal operation of the laws of the United States upon
the people of every state.

The time has come when the Government must determine upon a civil and military policy, covering the whole
ground of our national trouble: The responsibility of determining, declaring and supporting such civil and
military policy and of directing the whole course of national affairs in regard to the rebellion, must now be
assumed and exercised by you or our cause will be lost: The constitution gives you power sufficient even for the
present terrible exigency.

This rebellion has assumed the character of a War; as such it should be regarded; and it should be conducted
upon the highest principles known to Christian civilization. It should not be a War looking to the subjugation of
the people of any state, in any event: It should not be, at all, a War upon population; but against armed forces
and political organizations: Neither confiscation of property, political executions of persons, territorial
organization of States or forcible abolition of slavery should be contemplated for a moment. In prosecuting the
War, all private property and unarmed persons should be strictly protected; subject only to the necessities of
military operations: All private property taken for military use should be paid or receipted for; pillage and waste
should be treated as high crimes; all unnecessary trespass sternly prohibited; and offensive demeanor by the
military towards citizens promptly rebuked. Military arrests should not be tolerated, except in places where
active hostilities exist; and oaths not required by enactments -- Constitutionally made -- should be neither
demanded or received. Military government should be confined to the preservation of public order and the
protection of political rights.

Military power should not be allowed to interfere with the relation of servitude, either by supporting or
impairing the authority of the master; except for repressing disorder as in other cases: Slaves contraband under
the Act of Congress, seeking military protection, should receive it: The right of the Government to appropriate
permanently to its own service claims to slave labor should be asserted and the right of the owner to
compensation there for should be recognized: This principle might be extended upon grounds of military
necessity and security to all the slaves within a particular state; thus working manumission in such state -- and
in Missouri, perhaps in Western Virginia also and possibly even in Maryland the expediency of such a military
measure is only a question of time. A system of policy thus constitutional and conservative, and pervaded by the
influences of Christianity and freedom, would receive the support of almost all truly loyal men, would deeply
impress the rebel masses and all foreign nations, and it might be humbly hoped that it would commend itself to
the favor of the Almighty. Unless the principles governing the further conduct of our struggle shall be made
known and approved, the effort to obtain the requisite forces will be almost hopeless: A declaration of radical
views, especially upon slavery, will rapidly disintegrate our present armies.

The eivil policy of the Government must be supported by concentrations of military power. The national forces
should not be dispersed in expeditions, posts of occupation and numerous armies; but should be mainly
collected into masses and brought to bear upon the armies of the Confederate States; those armies thoroughly
defeated, the political structure which they support would soon cease to exist.

In carrying out any system of policy which you may form, you will require a Commander in Chief of the Army;
One who possesses your confidence, understands your views and who is competent to execute your orders by
directing the military forces of the nation to the accomplishment of the objects by you proposed. I do not ask
that place for myself: I am willing to serve you in such position as you may assign me and | will do so as
faithfully as ever subordinate served superior.

I may be on the brink of eternity and as | hope forgiveness from my maker I have written this letter with
sincerity towards you and from love for my country.

Very respectfully yours,
Geo B McClellan, Maj Gnl Comdg
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
For Immediate Release February 19, 1999
REMARKS BY PRESIDENT CLINTON AT CEREMONY IN HONOR OF
LT. HENRY O. FLIPPER
The Roosevelt Room 6:33 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: First of all, 1I’d like to welcome this distinguished assemblage here -- Dr. King and the
members of the Flipper family, and your friends; Secretary West, Congressman Clyburn, General Powell,
Deputy Secretary Hamry, Under Secretary de Leon, General Ross and General Reimer, Secretary Caldera. |
understand we’re joined by Clarence Davenport, the 6th African American graduate of West Point; other
distinguished West Point graduates who are here. Welcome to all of you. There’s one person who could not
be here today -- Deputy Attorney General Eric Holder, I’m glad to see you -- the one person who could not
be here today | want to acknowledge, and that is Senator Max Cleland from Georgia, who has done a lot to
make this day possible. We thank him in his absence.

I welcome you all to an event that is 117 years overdue. Here in America’s House of liberty, we celebrate
ideas like freedom, equality, our indivisibility as one people. Great leaders lived here -- people like Mr.
Jefferson, Mr. Lincoln, the Roosevelts, after whom this room is named. All of them deepened the meaning
of those words while they lived here. But we must be candid and say that the special quality of American
freedom is not always extended to all Americans. A word like “freedom,” to be more than a slogan,
requires us to acknowledge that our “more perfect union” was created by imperfect human beings, people
who did not always define freedom in the ways that we would, and in ways that they knew they should. For
this word to live for ourselves and our children, we must recognize it represents a difficult goal that must be
struggled with every day in order to be realized.

Today’s ceremony is about a moment in 1882, when our government did not do all it could do to protect an
individual American’s freedom. It is about a moment in 1999 when we correct the error and resolve to do
even better in the future. The man we honor today was an extraordinary American. Henry Flipper did all
his country asked him to do. Though born a slave in Georgia, he was proud to serve America: the first
African American graduate of West Point; the first African American commissioned officer in the regular
United States Army. He showed brilliant promise and joined the 10th Cavalry. While stationed at Fort Sill,
Oklahoma, he perfected a drainage system that eliminated the stagnant water, and malaria, plaguing the
fort. Still known as “Flipper’s Ditch,” it became a national landmark in 1977. He distinguished himself in
combat on the frontier, and then was transferred to run a commissary at Fort Davis in Texas. In 1881, Lt.
Flipper was accused by his commanding officer of improperly accounting for the funds entrusted to him. A
later Army review suggested he had been singled out for his race, but at the time there wasn’t much justice
available for a young African American soldier. In December, a court-martial acquitted him of
embezzlement, but convicted him of conduct unbecoming an officer. President Chester A. Arthur declined
to overturn the sentence, and in June of 1882, Lt. Flipper was dishonorably discharged. His life continued.
He became a civil and mining engineer out West. He worked in many capacities for the government, as
special agent for the Department of Justice; as an expert on Mexico for the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee; as a special assistant to the Secretary of the Interior. He died in 1940, at the age of 84. But even
after his death, this stain of dishonor remained. One hundred and seventeen years have now elapsed since
his discharge. That’s a long time, even more than the span of his long life. More than half the history of the
White House, indeed, of the United States itself. And too long to let an injustice lie uncorrected.

The army exonerated him in 1976, changed his discharge to honorable and reburied him with full honors.
But one thing remained to be done, and now it will be. With great pleasure and humility, | now offer a full
pardon to Lt. Henry Ossian Flipper of the United States Army. This good man now has completely
recovered his good name. It has been a trying thing for the family to fight this long battle, to confront
delays and bureaucratic indifference, but this is a day of affirmation. It teaches us that, although the wheels
of justice turn slowly at times, still they turn. It teaches that time can heal old wounds and redemption
comes to those who persist in a righteous cause. Most of all, it teaches us -- Lt. Flipper’s family teaches us -
- that we must never give up the fight to make our country live up to its highest ideals. Outside of this room
Henry Flipper is not known to most Americans. All the more reason to remember him today. His
remarkable life story is important to us, terribly important, as we continue to work -- on the edge of a new
century and a new millennium -- on deepening the meaning of freedom at home, and working to expand
democracy and freedom around the world, to give new life to the great experiment begun in 1776. This is
work Henry Flipper would have been proud of. Each of you who worked so hard for this day is a living
chapter in the story of Lt. Flipper. | thank you for your devotion, your courage, your persistence, your
unshakable commitment. | thank you for believing, and proving, that challenges never disappear, but in the
long run, freedom comes to those who persevere.

Thank you very, very much. (Applause.) (END 6:44 P.M. EST
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WAR DEFARTMENT,
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,

WASHINGTON.

January 7, 1916.

From: The Adjutant General of the Army.

oz Yajor Charles Young, 10th Cavalry,
844 T Street, Northwest, Washingtom, D. C.

" Subject: Efficiency record.

1. You are informed that the letter addressed to you,
by Homorable D. Z. Howard, President of Liberia, dated Monrovia,
Lideria, November 24, 1915, and the letter addressed to you, by
Richerd C. Pundy, Charge d'Affaires ad interim, Yemrovia, Iiberia,
dated November 20, 1915, have been noted on your compiled effi-
ciemey record.

2., The following entry has alse been made on your oome
piled efficlencgy record.

1315.  Under date of Nevember 17, 1915, Honorable

C. D« B. Eing, Secretary of $tate, Momrovia, ILiberia,

in a letter to the Awerlcan Charge d'Affairos, Monro-

vie, Liberia, said: "I have the honor to acknowledge

the reoceipt of your note of yestearday's date, cone

veying the Informatiom that Major Charles Young has

been relieved of duty as nilitary attache %o your le=
getion by The Adjutent Gesersl, United States Army;

and that in compliance with imstructioms, the Major
expecis to leave Momrovin within the-next two wesks.

In noting the informetion thus comweyed, I cemnot but

here record the Liberism Govermment's grateful appre=
ciation of the most walueble services rendered the Re-
public by Major Young, im commection with the reorgan~
ization of ite Promtier Force during his short stay in
Liberia -- services which will slwaye stand as a monu~
ment to the Major's name in the nilitary annals of the
Republic. It is sincerely regretted that duty else-
vhere renders it impossibls for the Republie to Mirther
draw upon Hajor Toung's ripe military ‘mowledge and ex-
perience. He carriee with him, however, in his new Tield
of activity, the love and best wishes of a grateful people.
I avail myself of this opportunity to persomally testify
to the effective work accomplished by the Major during his
stey in Liberia and to the lasting benefits that must
result to the Republic therefrom."

By order of the Secretary of Tar. ct7$24 //,7/ ?
- & I A3 -'/lr_ﬂnm

— M‘.Jui:nt Generad.
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Military penco
eatablishment Lo
coosist of what.

Artillery.

Cavalry.

Infan h.?..

Appointmanta
from volunteer
officers and
roldiers, how
distributaed.

THIRTY-NINTIHI CONGRESS. Sess. I. Cm. 299. 1866,

CHAT. CCEXCIX. — dn det ro increase and jfir ths Military Pesce FEstallisfment or
the Linited States.

Bas it enacted by the Senate and Howuse of Representalives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the military peace estab-
lishment of the United States shall hereafter consist of five regiments of
artillery, ten regiments of eavaley, forty-five regiments of infantry, the
professoras and corps of cadets of the United States Military Academy,
and sach other forces as shall be provided for by thia acty, to be known as
the Army of the United States.

Seo. 2. Adnd be it further enacted, That the five regiments of artillery
provided for by this act shall consist of the five regiments now organized ;
and the first, second, third, and fourth regiments of artillery shall have
the same organization as is now prescribed by law for the fifith regiment
of artillery ; but the regimental adjutants, quartermasters, and commis-
garies shall hereafter be extra lieutenants selected from the first or second
licutenants of the regiment.

SEc. 3. dad be it _further enacted, That to the six regiments of cavalry
now in gerviee there zhall be added four regiments, two of which shall be
composed of colored men, having the same organization as is now pro-
vided by law for cavalry regiments, with the addition of one veterinary
surgeon to each regiment, whose compensation shall be one hundred dol-
lars per month ; but the grade of company commissary sergeant of caval-
ry is hereby abuolished. The original vacancies in the grade of first and
second licutenant shall be filled by selection from among the officers and
soldiers of volunteer cavalry, and two thirds of the original vacancies in
each of the grades above that of first lieutenant shall %e filled by selec-
tions from among the officers of volunteer cavalry, and one third from
officera of the regular army, all of whom shall have served two years in
the field during the war, and have been distinguished for capacity and
good coenduct ; any portion of the cavalry force may be armed and drilled
as infantry or dismounted eavalry at the diseretion of the President, and
ench eavalry regiment shall hereafter have but one hospital steward, and
the regimental adjutants, guartermasters, and ecommissaries shall here-
after be extra lieatenants selected from the first or second lieutenants of
the regiment. "

Sec. 4. And, be it further enacted, That the forty-five regiments of
infantry provided for by this act shall consist of the first ten regiments, of
ten companies cach, now in service; of twenty-zoven regiments, of ten
companies each, to be formed by adding two companies to each battalion
of the remaining nine regiments ; and of eizcht new regiments, of ten com-
panies each, four regiments of which shall be composed of colored men
and four regiments of ten companies each to be raised and officered as
hereinafter provided for, to be called the veteran reserve corps; and all
the original vacancies in the grades of first and second lieutenant shall be
filled by selection from among the officers and soldiers of volunteers, and
one half the original vacancies in each of tha grades above that of first
lientenant, shall be filled by aclection from among the officers of volun-
teers, and the remainder from officers of the regular army, all of whom
shall have served two years during the war, and bave been distinguished
for capacity and good conduct in the field. The veteran reserve corps
ghall be officered by appointments from any officers and soldiers of volun-
teara or of the regular army who have been wounded in the line of their
duty while serving in the army of the United States in the late war, and
who may yet be competent for garrison or other duty, to which that corps
has heretofore been assigned.

Sec. §. And be it further enacted, That the appointments to be made
from among volunteer officers and aoldiera under the provisions of this act
shall be distributed among the Swmtes, Territories, and Distriet of Colum-
bia, in proportion to the number of troops furnished by them respectively
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Jones, H. Conger, “Old Seminole Scouts Still Thrive on Border,” Frontier Times, Vol. 11, No.
8, May 1934.

The Seminoles are a mixed race, composed of Indian and negro blood in about
equal proportions. They originated in Florida, where the native Seminole Indians
held a number of negroes as slaves, whom they had stolen from the white settlers
farther north. Slavery in the white settlements was to be preferred to that in the
Indian villages, but the luckless black after being taken from his white master into
the swamps of Florida, had no choice in the matter. After the Seminole war in
Florida the United States Government removed the Indians with their slaves to
Oklahoma, then Indian Territory. About 1,850 in number migrated to Mexico,
where the former slaves intermixed with their masters and eventually outnumbered
either the full-blood Indian or Negro. However they did not mix with either native
Indians or Mexicans and continued to live a life apart, becoming versed in border
warfare, combining the craft of the Indian with the trait of the negro. In 1871 the
garrison at Fort Clark was being harassed by small parties of Lapin Indians, and
unable to secure friendly scouts from among the tribesmen to assist the soldiers in
running down these thieving bands, Lieut. Bullis (later Gen. Bullis) received
authority from Washington to enlist a company of Seminoles as scouts. Thus there
was organized at Eagle Pass, Texas, early in 1871, an enlisted detachment of
Seminoles, who, with their families...
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SrecIal OmDERS, WAR DEPARTMENT,
XNo.175. WasHINGTOR, July 30. 1917,
Extract,
L] - & [ ] L

al. Lieut. Col. Charles Young, 10th Cavalry, having been
exsuined for promotion by o bonrd of officers and found
physically disqualified for the duties of a colonel of Cavalry
by reason of disability Incident to the service, his retirement
by the I'resident from active service ns a colonel under the
provisions of an net of Congress approved October 1, 1800, is
annoumced, to date from June 22, 1917, the date upon which
he would bave been promoted to that grade by reasom of
seniority if found gualified.

- L] L L] L

EY OBDER OF THE SECEETARY OF WAR:

TASKER H. BLISS,
Major General, Acting Chief of Stafy.
OFFICIAL

H. P. McCAIN,
The Adjutant General. = e
) _ A M‘s- J
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The Emancipation Proclamation
January 1, 1863

By the President of the United States of America:
A Proclamation.

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United
States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit:

“That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the
people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then,
thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of the United States,
including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the
freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of
them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom.

“That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclamation,
designate the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof, respectively,
shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and the fact that any State, or the
people thereof, shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in the Congress of the
United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a majority of the qualified
voters of such State shall have participated, shall, in the absence of strong countervailing
testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence that such State, and the people thereof, are
not then in rebellion against the United States.”

Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the
power in me vested as Commander-in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United States
in time of actual armed rebellion against the authority and government of the United
States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on this
first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three,
and in accordance with my purpose so to do publicly proclaimed for the full period of
one hundred days, from the day first above mentioned, order and designate as the States
and parts of States wherein the people thereof respectively, are this day in rebellion
against the United States, the following, to wit:

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, (except the Parishes of St. Bernard, Plaguemines, Jefferson,
St. John, St. Charles, St. James Ascension, Assumption, Terrebonne, Lafourche, St.
Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, including the City of New Orleans) Mississippi,
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, (except the
forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, and also the counties of Berkley,
Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, including the
cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth[)], and which excepted parts, are for the present, left
precisely as if this proclamation were not issued.

And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, | do order and declare that all
persons held as slaves within said designated States, and parts of States, are, and
henceforward shall be free; and that the Executive government of the United States,
including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the
freedom of said persons.

And | hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence,
unless in necessary self-defence; and | recommend to them that, in all cases when
allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages.

And | further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be
received into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations,
and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service.

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the
Constitution, upon military necessity, | invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and
the gracious favor of Almighty God.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States
to be affixed.



Done at the City of Washington, this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixty three, and of the Independence of the United States of

America the eighty-seventh.

By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State.
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Er, Samuel B, Wallace,
¢/o Board of Public Service,
3%. Lonis, Mo.
Hy dear Sam:=

1 have your letter of June lith, with rﬂfﬁr-
ence Lo Major Charles Young, and a colored volunteer
regiment for service with Mexico. I kuow very well
the aplendid services heretofore rendered by Mejor
Young and thg fact that he is one of our most splendid
officers of the regulsr Army. I will take .this matter
up #ith the Jecretary of War slong the liner susrested
by ﬁuu and do anything I ecan t¢ a2ssist rou as indieated
in your letter. 1 do not imow of course, whether there
will be war with Mexleo or neot, but 1f there 18 I am
guite sure that opportunity for Colonel Young will be
gEiven. I et least hope 1t will, _

With kind regards and best wishes, I am

Very truly yours,

VA



Source #18
Willard B. Gatewood, Jr., Smoked Yankees: Letters from Negro Soldiers 1898-1902, Urbana:
University of Illinois, 1971.

The Filipinos are hospitable to a fault, and they have too the full color sympathy, and appear to
entertain a decided fondness for colored Americans, many of whom having come to Manila with
the colored regiments, have married handsome Filipino belles.

CHAPLAIN THEOPHILUS G. STEWARD, 1901

I was struck by a question a little [Filipino] boy ask me, which ran about this way: “Why does
the American Negro come . . . to fight us when we are much a friend to him and have not done
anything to him. He is all the same as me and me all the same as you. Why don’t you fight those
people in America who burn Negroes, that make a beast of you. . .

WILLIAM SIMMS, 1901

The whites have begun to establish their diabolical race hatred in all its home rancor in Manila,
even endeavoring to propagate the phobia among the Spaniards and Filipinos so as to be sure of
the foundation of their supremacy when the civil rule that must necessarily follow the present
military, is established.
JOHN W. GALLOWAY
Sgt, Major, 24th U. S. Infantry

Mr. Editor:

This leaves on the eve of the departure of the 10th Cay, for Huntsville, Alabama and it is
with a feeling of regret that we all start again for the south. Not a man in the regiment cares to
soldier again because the soldiers have very little protection. Too many believe that if you are
insulted that it is the proper thing to turn and go away because a white man insulted you , and
that you must remember that you are black. This don’t go in the 10", and | am glad that we have
men who have enough manhood to resent any insult cast upon them. The officers, | have noticed,
who were the greatest to try to dog the men, were the greatest cowards and were just as meek as
kittens in Cuba. | have noticed in the last few days that they have been great to treat the men like
dogs instead of as human beings, but it is mostly toward recruits and is an unfair advantage.

[Unsigned]

Hon. H.C. Smith, Editor of the Gazette
Dear Friends:

I am improving rapidly and have been transferred to quarters, but it will be some time
before | am ready for duty. Enclosed in this letter you will find a small piece of a tree which has
history. The Seventh and Tenth Immunes, Third North Carolina and Sixth Virginia, Afro-
American regiments, are in camp about three miles from Macon. Between the camp and the city
is a “public park” in which only white people are allowed. In this park was a tree on which six or
seven Afro-Americans had been lynched, and it was common knowledge that the tree was kept
for that purpose. Upon it was a sign reading: “D (for dogs) and niggers not allowed here.” The
Sixth Virginia being the first four regiments to arrive, saw the sign and learned the facts as stated
above, first, of course. A squad of them made it their business to go to the park and cut down that
tree, and when the park-keeper (white) came to remonstrate, limbs were cut form it and he was
given a good thrashing. None of the boys were ever found out. Not being able to go to the tree
myself, | have been unable to get you a larger piece.

Labor-American) per day brings here thirty-five cents. Cooks in private families receive
five dollars a month. Other help less. The engineers, and Second Ohio regiment (white) with
whom | have talked, have no use for this part of the country or the people (white) and eight out
of every ten ask why our people permit such outrageous treatment as they are accorded.

As soon as | am able I will send you more information.

Yours sincerely,
C.W. Cordin
Cpl., 7th Immunes U.S. V. |

Our racial sympathies would naturally be with the Filipinos. They are fighting manfully for what
they conceive to be their best interests. But we cannot for the sake of sentiment turn our back
upon our own country.

COLORED AMERICAN, 1899



10.

11.

12.

Answer Key to Primary Resources

Poem about Cathay Williams and an excerpt from an interview with Cathay Williams that
ran in a St. Louis newspaper outlining her experiences growing up and in joining the Army.
(Williams)

Letter of complaint from Henry Flipper. After his dishonorable discharge, Flipper fought to
clear his name as he pursued a career as an engineer and an expert on Spanish and Mexican
land law. In 1898, a bill reinstating him into the Army and restoring his rank was introduced
in Congress on his behalf. To bolster his case, he sent Congressman John A. T. Hull,
chairman of the House Committee on Military Affairs, the letter displayed along with a brief
supporting the bill’s passage. Flipper’s letter to Hull is an eloquent statement asking
Congress for “that justice which every American citizen has the right to ask.” The bill and
several later ones were tabled, and Flipper died in 1940 without vindication. In 1976, the
Army granted him an honorable discharge, and in 1999, President Bill Clinton issued him a
full pardon. (Flipper)

Letter from WEB DuBois encouraging Charles Young to lead the colored regiment set up in
New York (Young)

Recruiting poster directed at black men during the Civil War. It refers to efforts by the
Lincoln administration to provide equal pay for black soldiers and equal protection for black
POWs. (All)

Testimony of John Kibbett, House of Representative Executive Documents, 43rd Congress.
Outlines the duties of the Seminole Negros in Texas and calls for the recruitment of
additional soldiers. (Pompey Factor)

Army Enlistment Certificate for Cathay Williams. An army surgeon examined William
Cathay upon enlistment, and determined that the recruit was fit for duty; full medical exams
were not given at the time. The exams were cursory and if it was determined that she was a
woman it was not recorded since it was illegal for women to be in the army at the time. There
is little information provided other than her place of her birth; she may have been as young as
16 and lied about her age. (Cathay Williams)

Letter from Oswald Garrison Villard recommending that Charles Young be assigned to lead
a regiment during World War I (Young)

McClellan’s letter to Lincoln discussing the need for additional troops and the enlistment of
freed slaves in the army viewed as contraband. (All)

In 1999, Clinton speech pardoning Flipper from his dishonorable discharge and hailing his
accomplishments. (Flipper)

Liberian Efficiency Record. In 1912, Charles Young was sent to Liberia as a military attaché.
He served as an advisor to the Liberian government. In January 1916, he was relieved of duty
and was asked to return home. (Young)

Disability Discharge letter for Cathay Williams granted on October 14, 1868 based on a
surgeon’s certificate of disability. The certificate included a statement from the captain that
read “Cathay had been under his command since May 20, 1867 ... and has been since feeble
both physically and mentally, and much of the time quite unfit for duty. The origin of his
infirmities is unknown to me.” The surgeon’s statement claimed Cathay was of “... a feeble
habit. He is continually on sick report without benefit. He is unable to do military duty....
This condition dates prior to enlistment.” When she received her disability notice she had
served for just less than two years. (Williams)

Army Reorganization Act 1866 creating the Buffalo Soldiers regiments. Officially known as
An Act to increase and fix the Military Peace Establishment of the United States, the act was
approved by the 1st session of the 39th Congress on July 28, 1866 and is credited with the
formation of the Buffalo Soldiers. The sections of greatest interest are Section 3, which
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

called for the formation of 4 additional regiments of cavalry, two of which were to consist of
colored enlisted and white officers. (All)

Frontier Times Magazine article discussing the work of the Seminole Negros on the Frontier.
(Pompey Factor)

Benefit Rejection letter denying Cathay Williams disability for lack of accurate
documentation. In February 1892, the Pension Bureau rejected her claim for an invalid
pension based on her claim of deafness. Her lawyers were notified and decided to fight their
client’s list based on frostbite she had suffered while in the Army. Her claims were rejected.
(Williams)

War Department forced retirement letter. Major Young became a squadron commander with
the 10th Cavalry, and all of his subordinate troop commanders and Lieutenants were white.
This significant milestone affected Young’s career the following year when a white officer
who had served under Young complained to the War Department that, as a southerner, he
found it “distasteful to take orders from a black superior.” Secretary of War Newton Baker
ordered the officer to do his duty or resign, but a bigoted Woodrow Wilson overruled his
secretary, giving a signal to several other prejudiced officers of the 10th to file similar
complaints. This may have led to Young’s removal from the active army in 1917. Young was
forced to take a physical and it was discovered that he had high blood pressure and he was
forced to resign. However, to prove his physical ability, he went on a horseback trip of 500
miles, proving that he was able to carry on his military assignments. (Young)

Emancipation Proclamation. Issued on January 1, 1863 it declared, “... all persons held as
slaves within any state or designated part of a state, the people thereof shall then be in
rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free.” It freed
all slaves within the states or parts of states that were in rebellion and not in Union hands.
Over 900, 000 slaves remained in Union territory still in human bondage. (All)

Letter from L.C. Dyer to Samuel B. Wallace in support of Charles Young being assigned to
lead troops in the fight against Mexico in 1916. (Young)

Quotes from soldiers, from Willard B. Gatewood, Jr., Smoked Yankees: Letters from Negro
Soldiers 1898-1902, Urbana: University of Illinois, 1971. (All)



